December 15, 2008
Minutes of the regular meeting of the city council of the City of Kingsford, County of Dickinson, and State of Michigan.

A regular meeting of the Kingsford city council was held Monday, December 15, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. in the council room in City Hall.

Roll Call:  Present:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, and Sjoquist.

                Absent:  Councilmember Novara.

Also present were City Manager Darryl Wickman, City Attorney Bruce Brouillette, Public Safety Director Jan Groeneveld, Julie Kuester, Betty Douglas, Emelia Gronert, Kate Burie, and Jim Anderson.

The pledge of allegiance was stated.
A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Miller to approve the agenda as presented.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Miller to accept, sign, and place on file the amended minutes of the regular council meeting held Monday, December 1, 2008.
ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to accept, sign, and place on file the minutes of the Board of Review meeting held December 9, 2008.
ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Miller to accept, sign, and place on file the minutes of the special council meeting held December 9, 2008.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Sjoquist to authorize payment of the bills payable from December 1, 2008 to December 15, 2008 in the amount of $179,162.25.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no public comments.

A copy of all communications are affixed to and made a part of the permanent record.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Miller to receive and place on file the November 2008 Public Safety Department report.
ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The city manager gave his report that included updates regarding Community Consulting Services, the garbage collection policy, and city office hours for the holidays.
A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Mayor Flaminio to receive and place on file the December 15, 2008 Manager’s report.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under old business, the city manager discussed the two (2) letters from the bonding attorney that explain the process he is recommending for the Breitung area storm sewer separation project financing.  The attorney is suggesting that the city issue capital improvement bonds pursuant to Act 34 of the Public Acts of 2001, as amended so that the city has an option on how to pay the bond payments.  He has set it up for a maximum of $2,000,000 in bonds for not to exceed twenty-five (25) years.  Also enclosed with the letters were two (2) resolutions – the first resolution is a “Reimbursement Resolution" and the second resolution is a “Notice of Intent” resolution.
It now being 6:45 p.m., the council conducted the public hearing regarding an application for a Home Occupation permit at 405 Harding Avenue.  Julie Kuester submitted this request in order to allow her to operate a hair salon in her residence.  Notification was sent to all owners/occupants within 300 feet of the premises and was also published in the local newspaper.  There was one (1) written comment received stating there was no objection providing all vehicle parking is on the 405 Harding Avenue property.  The city manager stated that the size of the sign requested by Mrs. Kuester is in excess of that allowed by ordinance but that he would show her the requirements of signage if the permit is granted.  There were no further comments.
A motion was made by Councilmember Miller and supported by Mayor Flaminio to approve the Home Occupation permit requested by Julie Kuester at 405 Harding Avenue.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Discussion on the Breitung area storm sewer separation financing resumed.
A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Sjoquist to approve resolution no. 2008/12/15.1 – “REIMBURSEMENT RESOLUTION”.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, and Sjoquist.
   Nays:  None.

            Absent:  Councilmember Novara.

            Carried.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Miller to approve resolution no. 2008/12/15.2 – “NOTICE OF INTENT RESOLUTION” and direct the city manager to place the required ¼ page display advertisement in the newspaper as soon as possible. 
Roll Call:  Ayes: Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, and Sjoquist.


   Nays:  None.


Absent:  Councilmember Novara.


Carried.

Also under old business, a motion was made by Mayor Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Sjoquist to adopt resolution no. 2008/12/15.3 – “RESOLUTION FOR CHANGING MERS BENEFITS” for the Public Works employees from B-3 to B-4.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The annual audit report for fiscal year ended June 30, 2008 was presented and followed by a motion by Councilmember Sjoquist and support by Councilmember Baldwin to receive and place the audit report on file and table discussion on it until the next regular council meeting.
ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There was no new business or public comments.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Mayor Flaminio to adjourn to an executive session to discuss a union grievance in accordance with the collective bargaining agreement.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Miller to reconvene in open session of the regular council meeting.
ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Miller to deny the grievance based upon the collective bargaining agreement language.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under council member’s privilege, Councilmember Sjoquist asked if there was any movement with placing the council agenda on the website.

Councilmember Baldwin wished the council and citizens a Merry Christmas and a prosperous new year.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Miller to adjourn the meeting at 7:24 p.m.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.
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