December 9, 2008
Minutes of the special meeting of the city council of the City of Kingsford, County of Dickinson, and State of Michigan.

A special meeting of the Kingsford city council was held Tuesday, December 9, 2008 at 4:50 p.m. in the council room in City Hall.

Roll Call:  Present:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

                Absent:  None.

Also present were City Manager Darryl Wickman, City Attorney Bruce Brouillette, Public Works Superintendent Anthony Edlebeck, Roger Scott, and Nancy Roberts.

The pledge of allegiance was stated.

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the financing of the proposed storm sewer separation project in the Breitung area and any other business that may come before the council at this time.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to approve the agenda as presented.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no minutes, bills, public comment, communications or Manager’s report presented.

Under old business, the Breitung area storm sewer separation project financing was discussed.  The city manager explained information he provided to the council.  Included was an amortization schedule on $1,500,000.  He stated the city treasurer was in contact with the three (3) local banks and all are interested and they feel they could accommodate the city in acquiring the bonding at an interest rate of 4-4.5% on a 10-year loan if purchased today.  
After a lengthy discussion, a motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist to direct U.P. Engineering to develop a short form Rural Development application and work with the bonding attorney to get the commercial credit availability defined and submitted to Rural Development and direct the city manager to work out a contract adjustment with U.P. Engineering.  Motion was rescinded. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Sjoquist to direct the city manager along with the bonding attorney to obtain from local banks rates for purchasing a $1,500,000 revenue bond and forego working with Rural Development and charge U.P. Engineering with proceeding with the engineering design of the sewer separation project.
Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

               Nays:  None.


Absent:  None.


Carried.

Under new business, after hearing an explanation by the Public Works superintendent of the report and recommendation concerning Well #7, a motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Sjoquist to authorize obtaining written quotations to have the outlined equipment for Well #7 replaced in order to put this well back into operation and authorize seeking information on replacing the existing electrical controls with a variable frequency drive for Well #7.
ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

After an explanation by the city manager of the tentative collective bargaining agreement with the Public Works group (AFSCME), a motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Miller to accept and approve the tentative agreement.
ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The city manager stated that in order to make a change in the MERS benefit for the administrative employees such as was approved for the public works department an actuarial study would need to be completed.
A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Mayor Flaminio to authorize having an actuarial study done for the administrative employees.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no hearings, public comments, or council member’s comments.
There being no further business, a motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to adjourn the meeting at 6:07 p.m.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.
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