
December 1, 2008
Minutes of the regular meeting of the city council of the City of Kingsford, County of Dickinson, and State of Michigan.

A regular meeting of the Kingsford city council was held Monday, December 1, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. in the council room in City Hall.

Roll Call:  Present:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

                Absent:  None.

Also present were City Manager Darryl Wickman, City Attorney Bruce Brouillette, Public Safety Director Jan Groeneveld, Public Works Superintendent Anthony Edlebeck, Dennis Perpich, Nikki Younk, and Nancy Roberts.

The pledge of allegiance was stated.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to approve the agenda as presented.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to accept, sign, and place on file the minutes of the regular council meeting held Monday, November 17, 2008.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Miller and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to authorize payment of the bills payable from November 17, 2008 to December 1, 2008 in the amount of $119,580.15.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The council reorganization began with Mayor Sjoquist thanking all those who worked in cooperation with him and the city council during the past year and turning the meeting over to the city clerk temporarily in order to call the roll and request nominations for the position of Mayor.
The clerk requested nominations for the position of Mayor for the ensuing year.  

Councilmember Flaminio nominated Councilmember Sjoquist.  Councilmember Sjoquist declined and nominated Councilmember Flaminio for Mayor.  There were no other nominations.
A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Novara to close nominations for Mayor and a unanimous ballot be cast for Councilmember Flaminio for Mayor for the upcoming year.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The mayor asked for nominations for the position of Mayor Pro-tem.
Councilmember Sjoquist nominated Councilmember Novara and Councilmember Novara nominated Councilmember Sjoquist.

There were no other nominations; therefore, a motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Novara to close nominations for Mayor Pro-tem.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Roll Call vote for Councilmember Novara for Mayor Pro-tem was as follows:

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Sjoquist.

               Nays:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, and Novara.

            Absent:  None.

         Defeated.
Roll Call vote for Councilmember Sjoquist for Mayor Pro-tem was as follows:

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

               Nays:  None.

            Absent:  None.

            Carried.

Mayor Flaminio recommends the appointments to the following committees for the ensuing year as follows:

Auditing Committee – Council members Miller and Novara


Negotiations/Personnel Committee – Council members Flaminio and Novara


Michigan Municipal League Legislative Contacts – Council members Sjoquist and Flaminio


Planning Commission – Council members Flaminio and Miller

Citizens Advisory/Parks and Recreation/Decorations Committee – Council members Baldwin and 

  Miller

Construction Code Commission – Council members Novara and Sjoquist

Public Safety Committee – Council members Flaminio and Novara

IM-K Joint Sewage Board – City Manager Darryl Wickman and David Schmutzler

Central Landfill Authority – City Manager Darryl Wickman

Ford/Kingsford Products Liaison Committee – Councilmember Baldwin and City Manager  

  Darryl Wickman

Dickinson Area Infrastructure Committee – Council members Flaminio and Sjoquist

US-2/141/M-95 Corridor Committee – Council members Baldwin and Flaminio (alternate)
Web Site Committee – Council members Baldwin and Miller

Dickinson County Solid Waste Management Authority – City Manager Darryl Wickman

Northern Michigan Public Service Academy – Council members Flaminio and Sjoquist (alternate)

Dickinson County Area Foundation Grant Committee – Councilmember Novara

Dickinson County Area Neighborhood Partnership – Councilmember Baldwin

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Novara to approve the recommended appointments.
ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to reappoint the current appointed officers.
ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Sjoquist to authorize the purchase of a blanket position bond and treasurer’s bond.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to designate the following banks as the depositories for all City funds:


Northern Michigan Bank of Kingsford


First National Bank of Iron Mountain-Kingsford


Range Bank – Kingsford Office

Voting was as follows:

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution No. 2008/12/1.1 was presented for adoption as follows:

WHEREAS, there may now be in and may hereafter, from time to time, come into the hands of Roger Scott, Treasurer of the City of Kingsford, Dickinson County, Michigan, certain monies belonging to or held by the State, County or other political units of the State, or otherwise held according to law; and

WHEREAS, under the laws of the State of Michigan this board is required to provide by resolution for the deposit of all public monies, including tax monies coming into the hands of the treasurer, in one or more banks hereafter called bank(s) to be designated in such resolution.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that said treasurer, Roger Scott, is hereby directed to deposit all such public monies, including tax monies now in or coming into his hands as treasurer, in the following bank(s):  NORTHERN MICHIGAN BANK OF KINGSFORD, FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF IRON MOUNTAIN, and/or RANGE BANK – KINGSFORD OFFICE.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Novara to adopt the above resolution.
ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution No. 2008/12/1.2 was presented for adoption as follows:

BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Trunkline Maintenance Contract between the Michigan Department of Transportation and the City of Kingsford is hereby accepted; and

Darryl K. Wickman is designated as Maintenance Superintendent on sections of State Trunkline Highway as shown on the Municipal Route Section Map and budget sheets.

The following city official, Darryl K. Wickman, City Manager/Clerk is authorized to sign the said maintenance contract.

A motion was made by Mayor Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Sjoquist to adopt the above resolution.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no public comments.

A copy of all communications are affixed to and made a part of the permanent record.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to receive and place on file the November 2008 Public Works Department report.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Novara to receive and place on file the Charter Township of Breitung notice of proposed new zoning ordinance.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The Dickinson-Iron Intermediate School District summer tax resolution was read.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to receive and place the resolution on file and authorize the city manager to negotiate a fee if he feels it is applicable.
ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The city manager gave his report including an update on the annual audit report and a reminder of the December 9, 2008 Board of Review meeting to be held at 4:30 p.m.
The manager also stated that it has been customary for the city council to approve the purchase of $15.00 gift certificates from a local grocery store for the employees to use toward the purchase of a ham or turkey for the Christmas holiday.  He asked the council if they wish to approve this budgeted expenditure again this year.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Novara to approve the purchase of $15.00 gift certificates for the city employees.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Sjoquist to receive the manager’s report and place it on file.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under old business the garbage collection policy was discussed.  Dennis Perpich of 1135 Westwood Avenue addressed the council with his concerns.  He stated he is not comfortable with Item 2 of the proposed Release of Liability, Hold Harmless, Indemnification and Assumption of Risk Agreement and asked if it could be modified.
Mayor Flaminio explained that the city has insurance to cover any accidents that occur on public streets and the city’s insurance is in question if something happens on a private road whether it is worker’s compensation or liability insurance.

Mr. Perpich asked if everyone living on a private road in the City of Kingsford would have to sign the agreement.  
The Public Works superintendent explained that the assisted living complex on Mary’s Way is a private business and businesses are treated differently according to the ordinance.
The city attorney asked Mr. Perpich if he would accept a language modification to Item 2 to the effect that the residents of Horseshoe Lane are responsible if said damage or injury is not attributable to the negligence of the city personnel.  Mr. Perpich felt that would be reasonable and he would take it back to the residents for their consideration.
Councilmember Sjoquist stated that he feels the same policy should be in effect for all private roads in Kingsford.  Council members Miller and Flaminio agreed.

After discussion, a motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to table this issue.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Also under old business, the Breitung area storm sewer separation project was considered.  A letter from Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone was read pertaining to applying to Rural Development for financing.  Their suggestion is for the city to apply.  Mr. Piell feels this is the best possibility for the city at this time.
The council questioned whether or not they could finance directly from a local bank rather than applying for a loan through Rural Development.
After discussion, a motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Novara to schedule a special council meeting for Tuesday, December 9, 2008 at 4:50 p.m. to discuss financing of the Breitung area storm sewer separation project.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to receive and place on file the letter dated November 25, 2008 from Joel Piell of Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to readopt the Traffic Control Order No. 10 which places a stop sign on the southeast corner of Evergreen Court at the intersection of Woodward Avenue.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There was no new business, hearings, or public comment.
Under Council Member’s Privilege, Councilmember Sjoquist asked if it is possible to post the council agenda on the website on the Friday prior to the meetings.  He also stated that he was asked if there was any discussion regarding airing the council meetings on the PEG channel so he wanted to pass the comment on to the council.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to adjourn at 7:50 p.m. reconvene in an executive session to discuss a collective bargaining issue.
ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Sjoquist to adjourn the executive session and reconvene the regular council meeting.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Mayor Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Sjoquist to offer to allow Officer Keri Meneghini to collect 12 hours of vacation, sick leave, or personal leave pay with each pay period between now and January 29, 2009 in order to provide her extra income to help pay for the Blue Cross Blue Shield health insurance premiums while she is on workman’s compensation, providing the union agrees that this would not set a precedent.
Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.
               Nays:  None.

            Absent:  None.

            Carried.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Miller to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 p.m.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.
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