November 17, 2008

Minutes of the regular meeting of the city council of the City of Kingsford, County of Dickinson, and State of Michigan.

A regular meeting of the Kingsford city council was held Monday, November 17, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. in the council room in City Hall.

Roll Call:  Present:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Novara, and Sjoquist.

               Absent:  Councilmember Miller.

Also present were City Manager Darryl Wickman, City Attorney Bruce Brouillette, Public Safety Lieutenant Bill Burby, Public Works Superintendent Anthony Edlebeck, and Jim Anderson.

The pledge of allegiance was stated.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Novara to approve the agenda as presented.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to accept, sign, and place on file the minutes of the regular council meeting held November 3, 2008.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to authorize payment of the bills payable from November 3, 2008 to November 17, 2008 in the amount of $219,312.99.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no public comments.

A copy of all communications are affixed to and made a part of the permanent record.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to receive and place on file the October 2008 Public Safety Department report.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Mayor Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to receive and place on file the CUPPAD Regional Commission annual report of staff activities.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Mayor Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to receive and place on file the U.P. Hog Wild letter dated October 29, 2008 requesting use of LoDal Park on the weekend of July 17 and 18, 2008 and direct the city manager to contact Mr. Bertoldi regarding availability and reserving the park.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The city manager gave his report including the retiree pension increase request.  This former employee resigned his employment with the city prior to the subsequent collective bargaining agreement taking effect on January 1, 1997, which provided for annual cost of living adjustments for retirees that retire on or after January 1, 1997.  The manager, with all things considered, asked the council to authorize him to deny this request.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Mayor Sjoquist to authorize the city manager to deny the former employee’s pension increase request.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Novara, and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  Councilmember Miller.

           Carried.

The Citizens Advisory/Parks and Recreation Committee met and, after review of the items included in this year’s budget, they took action to recommend to the city council that the city move ahead with the restoration of the tennis courts at LoDal Park and at Ford Park as soon as the weather allows.  Both projects were included in the Capital Improvement Fund budget this year.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Novara to direct the city manager and public works superintendent to analyze the LoDal Park and Ford Park tennis courts and report their findings and recommendations to the council.            

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The city manager presented a second letter with a sketch from Mr. and Mrs. Brian Bacon for the purchase of Lots 300 and 320 Evergreen Court.  Their intent is to combine the lots and build one residence with a detached garage on the lots.  The review committee previously recommended that the lots be sold separately, each for a single-family dwelling.  The committee remains of the opinion that there is sufficient buildable area on each lot to accommodate one home per lot.  It was noted that, at this time, there does not appear to be an advantage to the city to change the position on this.

After discussion, a motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to table the request for the purchase of Lots 300 and 320 Evergreen Court.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The manager stated that the trial period for the city hall hours being open from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. has been completed and are currently back to 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  There has been very little public reaction.  Most of the office employees would prefer that the hours be changed from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Doing so would allow the employees a short time to tend to personal matters.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to change the city hall office hours from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 beginning November 24, 2008 with notification in the Daily News and on the city’s web site.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Novara, and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  Councilmember Miller.

           Carried.

The city manager concluded his report with updates on the employees health and medical insurance, the pending sale of the former gravel pit property to ASE (Kleinert), the storm sewer project, the assessor’s update, the annual reorganization meeting, and he reminded the council that the city hall and public works offices will be closed on November 27 and 28, 2008 in observance of Thanksgiving.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to receive the manager’s report and place it on file.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under old business, the committee recommendation on a garbage collection along private roads was considered.  

A motion was made by Mayor Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to table the garbage collection along private roads and the city manager contact Mr. Haag for input at the next meeting.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The Riverdale Site Condominium Development documents were presented and after a brief discussion, a motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to receive these documents and place them on file.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under new business, the Evergreen Court Extension Contract 1-08 recommended Change Order #1 was considered.  This change order is to extend the Contract 1-08 completion date to coincide to the Contract 2-08 completion date to allow the restoration of both contracts to be completed at the same time.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to approve Change Order #1 to the Evergreen Court Extension Contract 1-08 and authorize the city manager to sign the approval.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The Evergreen Court Extension Contract 2-08 recommended Change Order #1 was read and explained.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to approve Change Order #1 to the Evergreen Court Extension Contract 2-08 and authorize the city manager to sign the approval.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

An application for a Home Occupation Permit by Julie Kuester at 405 Harding Avenue was read.  Ms. Kuester is asking for permission to have a one-operator hair salon in her home.

A motion was made by Mayor Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Novara to schedule a public hearing for December 15, 2008 at 6:45 p.m. to consider the Home Occupation Permit application by Julie Kuester at 405 Harding Avenue.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A resolution to certify extension of Evergreen Court as a local street was read.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to adopt Resolution No. 2008/11/17.1 to certify the extension of Evergreen Court as a local street.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Novara, and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  Councilmember Miller.

           Carried.

The Chamber of Commerce election ballot was reviewed and a motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to vote for Chris DeRoche and Karen Thekan as they are associated with businesses in the city of Kingsford and allow the city manager to choose three others at his discretion.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no hearings or public comments.

Under council member’s privilege, the council discussed Traffic Control Order No. 10 regarding stop signs on the new Evergreen Court extension.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Novara to adjourn the meeting at 7:21 p.m.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED. 
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