August 4, 2008

Minutes of the regular meeting of the city council of the City of Kingsford, County of Dickinson, and State of Michigan.

A regular meeting of the Kingsford city council was held Monday, August 4, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. in the council room in City Hall.

Roll Call:  Present:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

               Absent:  None.

Also present were City Manager Darryl Wickman, City Attorney Bruce Brouillette, Public Safety Director Jan Groeneveld, Public Works Superintendent Anthony Edlebeck, John Alquist, Brad Sjoquist, Nikki Younk, and Adela and Joseph Goniea.

The pledge of allegiance was stated.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Novara to approve the agenda with the addition of the July 22, 2008 Board of Review minutes and a zoning variance request submitted by Matthew Temple.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Miller to accept, sign, and place on file the amended minutes of the regular council meeting held July 21, 2008.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to accept, sign, and place on file the minutes of the Board of Review meeting held July 22, 2008.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to authorize payment of the bills payable from July 21, 2008 to August 4, 2008 in the amount of $265,353.53.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no public comments.

A copy of all communications are affixed to and made a part of the permanent record.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to receive and place on file the July 2008 Public Works Department report.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to receive and place on file the letter from the Dickinson Conservation District and authorize a $250 ½ page ad in the 2009 calendar.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The city manager gave his report covering the Breitung area storm sewer project, city-owned residential lots, and utility extension easements.  A diagram of a proposed layout for an improved parking lot at City Hall was presented.  New lighting for the parking area is also needed.  If the council has no objections, the city manager would like to move forward and develop plans and specifications in order to take bids on the project so that the construction can be completed before winter.  This project is included in the current budget.

A motion was made by Mayor Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to authorize the administration to develop plans and specifications and solicit bids for the City Hall parking lot project.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

At 6:45 p.m., a motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to adjourn and reconvene as the Zoning Board of Appeals.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The city manager read the notice that was published in the local newspaper and mailed to all property owners and residents within 300 feet of the property.  This hearing is to consider the request by John Alquist and Wayne Carter of the Breen Avenue Community Center, Inc. located at 244 Parkway Street for a zoning variance.  The variance to be considered would allow for construction of a building addition that would be located closer to the north property line that is currently allowed by Section 44 (zoning ordinance) of the City of Kingsford Code of Ordinances.  The request involves a parcel of land located in the City of Kingsford, County of Dickinson, and State of Michigan and is legally described as Lots 13 and 14, Block 1, Plat of Glenview.

There was only one (1) written comment received and it was from Dale Beaulier of Beaulier Lumber.  He has no objection to the zoning variance request.

Mr. John Alquist explained the reason for the zoning variance request.

Mr. Joseph Goniea, the property owner adjacent to the Breen Avenue Center, stated that he has no objection to the variance being granted.

Since there were no objections, a motion was made by Councilmember Miller and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to approve the variance as requested by the Breen Avenue Community Center, Inc.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  None.

           Carried.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Novara to adjourn the public hearing and return to regular council session.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The city manager continued his report.  He informed the council that the city hall office staff has requested a change in city hall office hours from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. with a half hour lunch break.  Breitung Township and the City of Iron Mountain have instituted these office hours.  If the council is receptive, this could be done on a trial basis beginning August 11th and if citizen reaction is negative, we would revert to our current hours on November 1st.  The city manager will discuss options with the staff.

The council discussed the utility extension easements.  For the past several months work has been done in an attempt to secure easements to loop the water and extend sewer off of the east end of the Kleinert project toward the end of Long Avenue and also to loop the water line off the northwest end of the Riverside SF properties.  The city needs to hire a contractor to construct the extensions.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Miller to authorize the manager to solicit engineering proposals for the water and sewer loop projects.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Miller to receive the Manager’s report and place it on file.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under old business, in regard to the Oldenburg Purchase Agreement, proposed amendment #3 is a request for a 60-day extension as was explained by the city attorney.  He said he has no objection to granting the extension.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to grant an extension to September 10, 2008 on the Oldenburg Purchase Agreement.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  None.

           Carried.

Also under old business was the request #2 for reimbursement regarding the River Pointe Subdivision project.  The city manager explained the request.  

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to authorize payment to Kleinert for the first tier in the amount of $12,147.62 on the lift station and a two-party check be written to Kleinert, Inc. and Bacco Construction Company for $54,482.28 on the public street paving.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  None.

           Carried.

Under new business, the council considered an application for an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate for Khoury, Inc.  According to state law, industrial facilities are permitted to make requests such as this for 50% tax abatement for a limited number of years.  Foley Martens, Inc. did establish an Industrial Development District on this property some years ago.  The reason for the request is for installing some new equipment.  The city council needs to schedule a public hearing prior to making a decision.  If the local unit approves the request, it is then sent to the state.

A motion was made by Councilmember Miller and supported by Councilmember Novara to schedule a public hearing for September 2, 2008 at 6:45 p.m. to consider the Khoury, Inc. request for an Industrial Facilities Exemption.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The council read a zoning variance request for a fence at 108 Newton Street.  The city manager explained the application for the fence permit and what has transpired thus far.  The fence has been constructed and it does not comply with the city’s regulations.  The owners were contacted and notified that the fence is currently in violation.  It was suggested to them that they apply for a variance that requires a public hearing.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to schedule a public hearing for September 2, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. on the zoning variance application for a fence at 108 Newton Street.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under council member’s privilege, Mayor Sjoquist thanked the Public Safety officers for their part in last week’s events.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Councilmember Miller and supported by Councilmember Novara to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 p.m.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.
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