July 21, 2008

Minutes of the regular meeting of the city council of the City of Kingsford, County of Dickinson, and State of Michigan.

A regular meeting of the Kingsford city council was held Monday, July 21, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. in the council room in City Hall.

Roll Call:  Present:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

               Absent:  None.

Also present were City Manager Darryl Wickman, City Attorney Bruce Brouillette, Public Safety Director Jan Groeneveld, Public Works Superintendent Anthony Edlebeck, Chris and Ginger Moore, Marvin Fetterly, Tony Erickson, Sheila Burby, and Jim Anderson.

The pledge of allegiance was stated.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Novara to approve the agenda as presented.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Mayor Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to accept, sign, and place on file the amended minutes of the regular council meeting held July 7, 2008.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to authorize payment of the bills payable from July 7, 2008 to July 21, 2008 in the amount of $115,103.61.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no public comments.

A copy of all communications are affixed to and made a part of the permanent record.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to receive and place on file the June 2008 Public Safety Department report.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The city manager gave his report updating the council on the Breitung area storm sewer project, the meeting with representatives of the Michigan Economic Development Corporation and Khoury, Inc., the July 22, 2208 Board of Review meeting, and the Hog Wild event.

The manager concluded his report stating that he and the city attorney are requesting to obtain outside assistance from an environmental attorney to help in finalizing the documents involved in the land sale to Oldenburg.  He said that Attorney Terry Burkhart has done satisfactory work on the city’s behalf in the past and he would be the first consideration.  The manager said that, if necessary, we would seek someone within the region that is qualified in environmental matters.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to authorize the city manager to consult with Attorney Terry Burkhart on the closing of the property sale to Oldenburg, and, if Mr. Burkhart is not available, another attorney versed in environmental law.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to receive the Manager’s report and place it on file.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under old business, the request by Chris Moore to purchase property was discussed.  Mr. Moore intends to construct a new physical therapy clinic on Pyle Drive near Westwood Avenue.  A site plan was submitted.  

The city attorney explained the current conditions placed on a land sale by the city.  It was noted that the city assessor estimated the value of the parcel Mr. Moore is interested in to be in the range of $28,000 to $35,000 per acre.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to offer the parcel  Chris Moore has requested to him for $22,500 and authorize the city attorney and city manager to write a purchase agreement incorporating the appropriate terms.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  None.

           Carried.

The bids for the audio system for the city hall council room were opened as follows:



Sound North

$4,916.00



Thunder Island

$5,395.00



Music Tree

$5,252.50

A motion was made by Mayor Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Novara to award the audio system bid to the low bidder who meets specifications.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  None.

           Carried.

Under new business, the Michigan Municipal League Workers Compensation Fund Board of Trustees Election Ballot was considered.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to cast the ballot for the nine (9) incumbents for the MML Workers Compensation Fund Board of Trustees.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no hearings or public comments.

Under council member’s privilege, Councilmember Baldwin and Councilmember Flaminio complimented the city’s public works and public safety department crews for contributing their efforts to the Hog Wild festivities.

The city manager suggested that the council consider a policy for dealing with future land sales.  He would like the council to consider immediately moving the requests to a committee and work with the administration and potential buyer to go through the details of what would be involved in the sale.  The committee would then come back to the council as soon as possible with a recommendation.  Action would then be taken at a council meeting.

The city attorney and city manager will draft a policy and present it to the council as soon as possible.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to adjourn to an executive session to consider collective bargaining issues and land acquisition.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to reconvene regular session of the city council.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to agree to the conditions stated in the memo from the city manager and approve the tentative agreement with the Public Safety Department and authorize the city manager to sign the agreement.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  None.

           Carried.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to adjourn the meeting at 8:02 p.m.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.
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