July 20, 2009
Minutes of the regular meeting of the city council of the City of Kingsford, County of Dickinson, and State of Michigan.

A regular meeting of the Kingsford city council was held Monday, July 20, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. in the council room in City Hall.

Roll Call:  Present:  Councilmember Baldwin, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.


    Absent:  Councilmember Flaminio.

Also present were City Manager Darryl Wickman, City Attorney Bruce Brouillette, Public Safety Director Jan Groeneveld, Public Works Superintendent Anthony Edlebeck, Bob Goodreau, Paul Fayas, Doris Gruell, Lorie and Brian Smeester, Jim Anderson, Jeff Pearson, and Richard Abraham.

The pledge of allegiance was stated.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Novara to approve the agenda as presented.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The consent agenda contained the following items:


Minutes of the regular council meeting held July 6, 2009


Minutes of the special council meeting held July 9, 2009


Bills Payable from July 6, 2009 to July 20, 2009


Public Safety Department report


Notice of Public Hearing by the Norway Area Joint Planning Commission
A motion was made by Councilmember Miller and supported by Councilmember Novara to approve the consent agenda.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under public comment Brian Smeester of 380 Cass Avenue addressed the council expressing concern over the city’s pension obligations and the current economy.
There were no communications.

The city manager gave his report including a reminder of the July Board of Review meeting to be held July 21, 2009 at 4:30 p.m., he gave updates on the Oldenburg project, the True Value entrance from Carpenter Avenue, budgetary matters, and a vacancy on the Kingsford Housing Commission board.
A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Miller to receive the manager’s report and place it on file.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under old business the council reviewed the Breitung Area Storm Sewer project resolution authorizing issuance and approving the sale of 2009 Capital Improvement Bonds in the amount of $1,700,000.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Miller to adopt the resolution (No. 2009/7/20.1) authorizing issuance and approving sale of the 2009 Capital Improvement Bonds.
Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.


   Nays:  None.


Absent:  Mayor Flaminio.

            Carried.

Under new business the council considered the request by the Iron Mountain-Kingsford wastewater plant superintendent for authorization to change his health insurance administrative suffix.  There would be no cost to the city as the Joint Sewage Board would pay the necessary premium.  
A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Miller to approve the request by the Iron Mountain-Kingsford wastewater treatment plant superintendent to change his health insurance administrative suffix.
Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.


   Nays:  None.


Absent:  Mayor Flaminio.


Carried.

At 6:45 p.m. the council opened the public hearing regarding a request by Grede Foundries, Inc. to establish an Industrial Development District within the City of Kingsford.  The city manager read aloud the notice that was published in the Daily News and sent to all taxing units within Dickinson County.  There were no written comments received.
The question was asked how this would be affected with Grede having filed bankruptcy.  The city attorney stated this proposal has nothing to do with any monies Grede may owe the city.  This would just establish, if approved, an industrial development district within the city.  Such a designation provides an opportunity for tax breaks on future capital improvements.
The council members feel the city needs to do what it can to encourage our industries.

The public hearing was closed and a resolution establishing industrial development for Grede Foundries, Inc. was read.  

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Novara to adopt Resolution No. 2009/7/20.2 – Resolution Establishing Industrial Development for Grede Foundries, Inc. as submitted.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.


   Nays:  None.


Absent:  Mayor Flaminio.


Carried.

Under public comment, Mr. Richard Abraham, representing Americans for Constitutional Enforcement, issued a pocket-sized U.S. Constitution booklet to each person present.  

Under council member’s privilege, Councilmember Baldwin expressed appreciation for the volunteers who made the 2009 U.P. Hog Wild event a success at LoDal Park.  He also thanked the many volunteers who support our youth sports activities.

Councilmember Sjoquist spoke briefly on the sewer separation project.  He feels the Notice to Proceed should be prepared and ready to sign as soon as the bonds are inked in order to get the project underway as soon as possible.
There being no further business, a motion was made by Councilmember Miller and supported by Councilmember Novara to adjourn the meeting at 7:02 p.m.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.
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