May 19, 2008

Minutes of the regular meeting of the city council of the City of Kingsford, County of Dickinson, and State of Michigan.

A regular meeting of the Kingsford City Council was held Monday, May 19, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. in the council room in City Hall.

Roll Call:  Present:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Novara, and Sjoquist.

               Absent:  Councilmember Miller.

Also present were City Manager Darryl Wickman, City Attorney Bruce Brouillette, Public Safety Director Jan Groeneveld, Public Works Superintendent Anthony Edlebeck, Wayne Christofold, Bob Goodreau, Dan Giordanelli, Kimberly Siegler, Tayler Rosenthal, Jim Anderson, Stephen Lessard, and Andy Perla.

The pledge of allegiance was stated.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Novara to approve the agenda with the addition under Old Business of item C. - MDOT Notice to Proceed on the Evergreen Court Extension project and item D. – the Little League Girls softball fence.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to accept, sign, and place on file the minutes of the regular council meeting held May 5, 2008.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to authorize payment of the bills payable from May 5, 2008 to May 19, 2008 in the amount of $165,860.36.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There we no public comments.

A copy of all communications are affixed to and made a part of the permanent record.

The Public Safety Department report was read after which a motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Novara to authorize the sale of the 2003 Chevrolet Impala patrol car through sealed bids.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to receive the April 2008 Public Safety Department report and place it on file.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to receive and place on file the letter from the Kingsford High School Athletic Department and authorize closing the 600 block of Hamilton Avenue and the alley behind the 700 block of Hamilton Avenue for the U.P. High School Track Finals to be held May 31, 2008.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

City officials will speak with neighboring residents regarding whether to institute a parking ban on the south side of Hamilton Avenue to North Boulevard either for Flivver Field events or permanently.

The city manager gave his report including an update on the engineering request for proposal and responses from the four (4) local firms.  He said that although Mead and Hunt submitted the lowest cost of $1,000, he would recommend hiring U.P. Engineering for $1,500 because they included an on-site field topographic survey of the Hoadley-Maple Street intersection and Mead and Hunt would only rely on information from the city’s aerial survey maps for the information.  The manager feels the U.P. Engineering method is likely to produce more accurate results and requires more effort.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to hire U.P. Engineering at a cost of $1,500 to assist with an application for state grant funds to rebuild Hoadley Avenue from Fox Drive to Maple Street as described in the request for proposals.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The manager updated the council on the website.  He said the upgrade is nearing completion and only have training of City staff before making the website available.  Training is expected to be complete within the next few weeks.  The manager also presented cost information to make city ordinances available on the web.  He recommended including them via a link to the Municipal Code service site.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to approve the request to establish a web link (initial fee of $300) that will make the city’s ordinances internet accessible.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to receive the Manager’s report and place it on file.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under old business, the re-submittal of the River Pointe Subdivision final plat was discussed.  The city manager stated he feels approval by the municipality would not be warranted at this time because the certificate of municipal approval says public water and sewer are installed and ready for connection – that is not correct.  Also mention of an abstract of title being necessary under state statute is made when a title insurance commitment would be satisfactory according to our city attorney.  

After a lengthy discussion, a motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Novara to table the River Pointe Subdivision final plat until the June 2, 2008 meeting.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The manager gave an update on the River Pointe Subdivision reimbursement request.  He presented the council with a memo from Tony Edlebeck explaining what has transpired since the last council meeting.  The engineer and contractor have been working diligently on the project.  Tony has been working with the engineer and surveyor, but at this time there is no recommendation that the water main, sewer main, lift station, and street have been completed to the point of satisfactory completion.  Tony added that the subdivision monuments and lot corners have been set.  U.P. Engineering has redesigned the street profile to meet adequate water main depth of bury and the street is being re-graded to meet these changes.  Sanitary sewer cleaning, testing, and as-building work is taking place.  The council was also given a copy of pages 2, 3, and 4 of the Developer’s Agreement and the manager pointed out several items that are questionable and/or incomplete at this time.  

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to table the River Pointe Subdivision reimbursement request until the June 2, 2008 council meeting.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The Michigan Department of Transportation letter dated May 19, 2008 regarding the Evergreen Court extension was read.  MDOT stated the grant funds are set to go and they are giving the city notice to proceed with award of the construction contract, Contract 08-2, for the roadway portion of Evergreen Court.  The manager recommended that the council give authorization to sign and award the contract, and at the appropriate time issue the notice to proceed.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to authorize the city manager to sign the notice of award and notice to proceed, and at the appropriate time, issue the notice to proceed. 

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Novara, and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  Councilmember Miller.

           Carried.

In regard to the softball fence, the Public Works Superintendent provided a quotation he received from Delta Fence to relocate the outfield fence at the northeast ball field at LoDal Park.  Delta Fence would remove the existing fence and relocate it to the new location using new line posts, fittings, and ties and reusing the existing fabric and top rail for a cost of $4,377.53.  After completion, we would have approximately 250 feet of 6-foot fabric remaining.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to direct the Public Works Superintendent to seek bids for the fencing for the northeast ball field at LoDal Park.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under new business, the 2008-2009 proposed budget was presented and explained by the city manager.  He presented a memo containing comments regarding the proposed budget as follows:

1. Total millage proposed is 20.920, a decrease from 21.125 the previous year

2. The general operating millage was reduced from 17.111 to 17.064 to comply with the state law which limits taxation according to a prescribed formula for a period of one year

3. The millage necessary to fund the police and firemen’s pension was reduced from 2.764 to 2.616 based upon actuarial calculations and certification by the Police and Firemen’s Pension Board

4. The millage necessary to fund the annual debt payments for the public works facility was reduced from 1.250 to 1.240 based upon the amortization schedule established at the time of borrowing

5. The estimated revenues from state revenue sharing are projected to be reduced from $614,000 to $606,000

6. The projected water fund revenues include a water rate adjustment to $1.75/1000 gallons for all users; proposed to become effective with the first billing after July 1, 2008

There was no action necessary at this meeting.

There were no hearings, public comments, or comments under council member’s privilege.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Novara to adjourn the meeting at 7:37 p.m.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.
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