May 5, 2008

Minutes of the regular meeting of the city council of the City of Kingsford, County of Dickinson, and State of Michigan.

A regular meeting of the Kingsford City Council was held Monday, May 5, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. in the council room in City Hall.

Roll Call:  Present:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

               Absent:  None.

Also present were City Manager Darryl Wickman, City Attorney Bruce Brouillette, Public Safety Director Jan Groeneveld, Public Works Superintendent Anthony Edlebeck, Wayne Christofold, Bob Goodreau, Kevin Kleinert, Jim Anderson, and Al Dumais.

The pledge of allegiance was stated.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to approve the agenda as presented.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Mayor Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Novara to accept, sign, and place on file the amended minutes of the regular council meeting held Monday, April 21, 2008.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to authorize payment of the bills payable from April 21, 2008 to May 5, 2008 in the amount of $164,746.47.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no public comments.

A copy of all communications are affixed to and made a part of the permanent record.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to receive and place on file the April 2008 Public Works Department report.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to receive and place on file the treasurer’s report for quarter ended March 31, 2008.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

After reading and discussing the letter from the Kingsford Area Little League who is requesting improvements to the softball diamond formerly known as “Pete’s Field”, a motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Miller to arrange for temporary fencing, obtain prices for permanent fencing, look into possible reuse of the six-foot fence, and receive and place the letter on file.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The city manager gave his report including updates on the Kingsford Civil Service Commission meeting held April 24, 2008, the NMPSA workshop held April 30, 2008, and union contract negotiations are set to begin.

The manager stated he is continuing to collect the significant budget numbers affecting the remaining funds and will be finishing the budgets for these funds soon.  He recommended that the council set a public hearing on the proposed budget for June 2, 2008 so that the budget can be adopted in time to prepare the tax bills and send them out the first of July 2008.

A motion was made by Councilmember Miller and supported by Councilmember Novara to schedule a public hearing for Monday, June 2, 2008 at 6:45 p.m. on the 2008-2009 fiscal year budget.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Miller to accept the Manager’s report and place it on file.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under old business, the council was given an update on the River Pointe Subdivision project progress.  Mr. Kleinert presented a request for reimbursement for site preparations as defined in the Developer’s Agreement.  The preliminary plat for the subdivision has been reviewed by the State at the preliminary level with final mylars being generated for final signatures and approval.  Mr. Kleinert asked the council to consider reimbursement for work that has been completed in 2007.  He said the financial integrity of the entire project relies on reimbursement of these items in a timely manner.  

After discussion, a motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to table the request for reimbursement for site preparations until the May 19, 2008 meeting and this matter be placed on the agenda for that meeting.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The council was updated on the Kleinert Inc. proposal to purchase the former city gravel pit properties.  Mr. Kleinert is rescinding his request for conditional zoning of said property.  Investigation revealed that the proposed site plan does not require rezoning of any of the city property east of the River Pointe condominium development.  Mr. Kleinert is asking the council to act on his proposal for the purchase of this property conditioned on the purchase price of $25,000, closing by July 1, 2008, the city abandoning all right-of-ways prior to closing, construction of one 8-unit apartment for lease to be completed by June 1, 2009, construction of the second 8-unit apartment for lease by June 1, 2011, and the city allowing the developer to remove some fill from the borrow site adjacent to the water treatment plant to dress unsightly areas of the site.  This would include some topsoil.  The borrow site would maintain a minimum of 4” of topsoil when completed.  

After discussion, a motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to schedule a public hearing for 7:15 p.m. on June 2, 2008 to consider vacating the right-of-ways within the 4.85- acre project area Mr. Kleinert is proposing to purchase.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  None.

           Carried.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to receive and place on file the letter dated May 2, 2008 from Kevin Kleinert regarding the city property east of the River Pointe condominium development.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The water leak locator bids were opened as follows:



H-D Supply Waterworks

$3,198.00



Davies Water Equipment Co.
  3,350.00



USA Bluebook


  3,545.00

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to accept the low bid of $3,198.00 submitted by H-D Supply Waterworks providing all specifications are met.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under new business, Change Order No. 2 for the Storm Water Basin-Phase 2 was read.  The change order is in the amount of $700 for Snowden to cover the cost of a second mobilization to finish the work on the stormwater swale project south of Maple Street.  The reason is that the DEQ permit for construction within the floodplain was not issued until December 17th.  The severe weather conditions that were experienced in late November necessitated finishing turf restoration in the spring.  Snowden could have completed the installation of riprap by the river if the DEQ permit had been issued at an earlier date.  Therefore, on the basis of this delay in the issuance of the DEQ permit, the engineer is recommending approval of the change order.  The city manager recommended authorizing the change order.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to accept Change Order No. 2 in the amount of $700 for the Storm Water Basin Phase 2 project.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no hearings or public comments.

Under council member’s privilege, Councilmember Flaminio thanked Kevin Kleinert for his cooperation in regard to his project.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to adjourn the meeting at 7:41 p.m.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.
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