May 4, 2009
Minutes of the regular meeting of the city council of the City of Kingsford, County of Dickinson, and State of Michigan.

A regular meeting of the Kingsford city council was held Monday, May 4, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. in the council room in City Hall.

Roll Call:  Present:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.


    Absent:  None.

Also present were City Manager Darryl Wickman, City Attorney Bruce Brouillette, Public Safety Director Jan Groeneveld, Public Works Superintendent Anthony Edlebeck, Bob Goodreau, Jeff Pearson, Jim Anderson, and Dave McMahon.

The pledge of allegiance was stated.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Novara to approve the agenda as presented.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The consent agenda contained the following items:


Minutes of the regular council meeting held April 20, 2009


Bills payable from April 20, 2009 to May 4, 2009

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Miller to approve the consent agenda.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no public comments.

A copy of all communications are affixed to and made a part of the permanent record.

The Public Works Department report was read and included a request by the superintendent for authorization to write specifications and seek bids for a new sewer jetter/vactor truck.  There is $275,000 in the budget for this expenditure.  The cost for next year’s model is anticipated to increase by as much as $40,000 due to engine emission standards and material costs.
A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Novara to authorize the Public Works Superintendent to seek bids for a new sewer jetter/vactor truck contingent upon checking first to see whether or not the state purchasing program is available for such a purchase.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to receive and place on file the April 2009 Public Works Department report.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The city manager gave his report that included updates on the 2009-2010 budget with a handout on the major and local streets; a request by the city assessor to attend the U.P. Assessor’s Association class for the mandatory assessor’s credits; a request by Jason Gendron to purchase three (3) city-owned lots on the 200 block of Balsam Street across from Extreme Fitness; an explanation of the steps needed to issue bonds for the planned storm sewer separation project; and the city of Iron Mountain has appointed a committee to discuss interlocal cooperation among municipalities.  They would like to meet with a similar committee representing Kingsford to discuss various topics where better cooperation may have mutual benefits.
A 2009-2010 budget workshop meeting was tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, May 13, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Novara to authorize the city assessor to attend the U.P. Assessor’s meeting in Escanaba on May 20, 2009 with the usual necessary expenses paid.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

In regard to the request from Jason Gendron to purchase property on which to build a facility that would offer tennis, basketball, and racquetball, the council is requesting a site and operation plan.  In addition, the state would have to waive a reverter clause in the deed before the lots could be sold and a zoning change would be required.
The council then discussed the proposed bond issue.  A letter from the bonding attorney, Joel Piell, was received and explains the steps necessary to issue bonds for the planned storm sewer separation project. The city needs to determine whether or not it should negotiate with a local bank to purchase the bonds or open it up to all banks in a competitive process.
The preference of the council is to negotiate with the local banks, and, if it is determined that it would be more beneficial to pursue competitive bond financing, that would be the direction the city would take.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to receive the manager’s report, place it on file, schedule a 2009-2010 budget workshop for May 13, 2009 at 6:00 p.m., require a site and operation plan from Jason Gendron for his proposed project, authorize the city manager to negotiate with local banks for the purchase of bonds for the sewer separation project, and authorize the infrastructure committee to meet with the city of Iron Mountain to discuss interlocal cooperation among municipalities.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under old business, the council discussed the liability and property insurance proposals that were previously submitted.  The manager presented an update to the MMRMA proposal.  He said that he has not had ample time to develop a recommendation.  He stated he has some questions of the various firms who submitted proposals.  He stated that the three (3) proposals were very good and should all be given consideration.  The next step is to determine which proposal provides the best coverage for the best price.  This matter is tabled until the next regular council meeting.

The city manager updated the council on the Riverside Properties and Exhibit E to the master deed of Riverdale Condominium.  The manager will contact the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality asking for a letter that states they do not normally inspect, and that unless the MDEQ objects and advises the city of it, the city will presume the developer has met all the requirements.
The deed and resolution pertaining to the ASE Properties, LLC were considered.  

A motion was made by Mayor Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to adopt Resolution No. 2009/5/4.1 that approves the sale of city property to Kevin Kleinert for a multi-unit apartment site.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Schultz.


   Nays:  None.


Absent:  None.


Carried.
Requests submitted by William Burby and Todd Formolo to purchase military time and the city attorney’s written opinion and comments were discussed.   The council members were given a copy of the Fire Fighters and Police Officers Retirement Act 345 and the city’s guidelines for the purchase of military service time for employee’s retirement benefits.  
After discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Sjoquist and supported by Councilman Baldwin to refer the above issue to the negotiating committee to research the guidelines for the purchase of military service time for employees’ retirement benefits with the city manager and make a recommendation to the council. 
ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under new business, an application for a zoning variance at 104 Hooper Street submitted by Todd and Doug Caudell of Caudell Development LLC was read.  The variance is for a new garage at the existing building and for a new duplex, both being closer to the lot lines than allowed in the zoning ordinance.  A public hearing before the Zoning Board of Appeals would be necessary before a decision can be made.

A motion was made by Mayor Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to schedule a public hearing for June 1, 2009 at 6:45 p.m. to hear comments on the zoning variance requested by Caudell Development LLC.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no public hearings.

Under public comment, Dave McMahon, representing the American Legion Post 363, presented the council with information on the Red, White, & Blue golf tournament they are sponsoring June 20, 2009 at the Oak Crest Golf Course in Norway, Michigan.

Jeff Pearson of 712 Hamilton Avenue asked the council if money is budgeted for the sidewalk and resurfacing of the tennis courts at Ford Park.  
Under council member’s privilege, Mayor Flaminio thanked the Kingsford 7th grade class for raking the Ford Park and Councilmember Sjoquist updated the council on the installation of the sprinkler system at Spigarelli Field in LoDal Park.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.
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