April 21, 2008

Minutes of the regular meeting of the city council of the City of Kingsford, County of Dickinson, and State of Michigan.

A regular meeting of the Kingsford city council was held Monday, April 21, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. in the council room in City Hall.

Roll Call:  Present:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

               Absent:  None.

Also present were City Manager Darryl Wickman, City Attorney Bruce Brouillette, Public Safety Director Jan Groeneveld, Public Works Superintendent Anthony Edlebeck, Bob Goodreau, Kevin Kleinert, Wayne Christofold, Leah Kerkela, Rick Struebing, Stefan Sirakov, Jim Anderson, Al Dumais, and Haily Kneg.

The pledge of allegiance was stated.

A motion was made by Councilmember Miller and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to approve the agenda with the addition of the Boy Scouts park use permit request under new business.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to accept, sign, and place on file the minutes of the special council meeting held April 3, 2008.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to accept, sign, and place on file the minutes of the regular council meeting held April 7, 2008.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Mayor Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to accept, sign, and place on file the minutes of the special council meeting held April 15, 2008.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Miller and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to authorize payment of the bills payable from April 7, 2008 to April 21, 2008 in the amount of $90,943.89.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under public comment, Stefan Sirakov asked about the procedure involved in making decisions and motions.  The mayor responded to Mr. Sirakov’s satisfaction.

A copy of all communications are affixed to and made a part of the permanent record.

The Public Safety Department report was reviewed.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to receive the March 2008 Public Safety Department report and place it on file with the exception of item no. 6 (confidential item).

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The Americans for Constitutional Enforcement letter dated April 3, 2008 was read.  They are asking to utilize the same Fourth of July parade route in Kingsford as they’ve used the last two (2) years.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Miller to receive the letter, place it on file, and approve the parade route request providing the City of Iron Mountain also approves it.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The city manager gave his report that included updates on the website, the budget for the upcoming year, and the spring cleanup schedule.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Miller to accept the manager’s report and place it on file.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under old business, Kleinert Inc. submitted two (2) revised proposals.  Mr. Kleinert explained them.  The proposal dated April 9, 2008 is for the former city gravel pit property at the east end of the River Pointe condominium development.  The terms with revisions are as follows:  purchase price to be $25,000; closing on or before June 1, 2008; city to abandon all right-of-ways; construction of multi-family units valued at $600,000 by December 31, 2009; completion of second phase with value of $600,00 by December 31, 2012; and city to provide fill in the amount of 30,000 cubic yards to developer to enable developer to fill areas prior to development.  Mr. Kleinert also provided a conceptual site plan that indicates various sized buildings ranging from 2 to 8 units per building.  The site has been laid out in a manner that complies with the existing land zoning.  The 4 and 8 unit buildings proposed are of the same floor plans and elevations as information previously presented.  Information on the duplex units was also provided.

The April 14, 2008 revised proposal for the city property east of the River Pointe condominium development contains 44 units ranging from 2 to 8 units per building.  Mr. Kleinert feels this alternative is superior to the April 9th proposal in the following ways:  vehicular circulation is confined to within the site in lieu of drives entering on both Grant and Case streets; there is greater distance buffer between the 8-unit buildings and the surrounding neighborhood; more green space is maintained; buildable area is better utilized; and less fill would be required.  To enable this layout, rezoning of approximately 1/3 acre would be required (area indicated on the site plan).  Mr. Kleinert is requesting conditional zoning of the 1/3 acre under Section 125.34305 of the State of Michigan Zoning Enabling Act.

The city manager stated he has some concerns on both proposals.  He said the city needs to retain a 40-foot strip of property that parallels the one block of Hoadley Avenue in order to make that a dedicated roadway.  That will affect zoning setbacks compliance.  The scale is not indicated on the site plan so there is no way to know if the layout is feasible with the current zoning.  The conditions for conditional zoning need to be very clear before conducting a public hearing for that zoning.  The June 1, 2008 closing is a concern because of the hearings that need to be held.  

After discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to forward the April 9, 2008 and the April 14, 2008 proposals to the Planning Commission for their April 28, 2008 meeting.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  None.

           Carried.

The proposed Cellcom lease was considered.  The city attorney explained the major changes in the lease.  The lease would allow Cellcom’s telephone antennas on the city’s water storage tank in the Heights area.  The city will receive $800 per month in rent from Cellcom.  

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to enter into the lease agreement with Cellcom as explained by the city attorney.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  None.

           Carried.

The final item under old business was consideration of the Designation of Certifying Officer for the 2008 Khoury Inc. Equipment Loan project.  CUPPAD suggests the city manager as the certifying officer.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Mayor Sjoquist to designate the city manager as the certifying officer for the 2008 Khoury Inc. Equipment Loan project.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under new business, the request by Rick Struebing to purchase property on Knudsen Drive was read.  His intent is to start a business consisting of repairing and rebuilding starters, alternators, and all brands of power tools.  He is seeking the city-owned property located between Superior Land Fastening Systems and MBM Construction Company.

After discussion, a motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Novara to offer the parcel of city-owned property requested by Rick Struebing for $10,000 based on site plan approval and conditions required by the city.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  None.

           Carried.

The Menominee Iron Range District Boy Scouts park use permit application was read.  They are asking to use the east end of the Cowboy Lake parking lot for camping overnight on May 9, 2008 and the park area for activities on May 10, 2008.

A motion was made by Mayor Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to approve the park use permit as applied for by the Boy Scouts.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.


There were no hearings.

Under public comment, Bob Goodreau suggested that the council consider installing an audio system in the council room.  It can, at times, be difficult to hear what is being said.

Under council member’s privilege, Councilmember Flaminio stated he received a deer complaint from a resident in the Breitung area.  It appears the deer are now coming from the sewage plant area.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Councilmember Miller and supported by Councilmember Novara to adjourn the meeting.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.
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