April 15, 2008

Minutes of the special meeting of the city council of the City of Kingsford, County of Dickinson, and State of Michigan.

A special meeting of the Kingsford city council was held Tuesday, April 15, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. in the council room in City Hall.

Roll Call:  Present:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

               Absent:  None.

Also present were City Manager Darryl Wickman, City Treasurer Roger Scott, and Public Works Superintendent Anthony Edlebeck.

The pledge of allegiance was stated.

The purpose of this meeting is to conduct a budget workshop and any other business that may come before the council at this time.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Novara to approve the agenda as presented.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no minutes, public comments, communications, or manager’s report presented at this meeting.

Under old business, discussion began with the proposed 2008-2009 Water Fund #591 budget.  The city manager presented a memo that states that the water department revenues are not adequately keeping up with the expenditures.  The present residential water rate is $1.12 per 1000 gallons and went into effect in 1995.  The industrial rate is $1.57 per thousand gallons with tiered quantity discounts.  However, there is no current definition of either a residential user or an industrial user nor is there any consistency in categorizing the accounts.  The proposed water fund budget was prepared to address both of the above issues.  The manager stated he has included a rate increase that he is recommending be put into effect as soon as possible and no later than July 1, 2008.  The proposed new single rate would raise $.18 per thousand gallons to $1.75 per 1000 gallons for all customers.  He proposes retaining the volume discount mechanism but only for industrial (manufacturing) customers with each tier also raising $.18 per thousand gallons.  The manager said he expects that in the first year, the revenues will exceed the normal operating expenditures by approximately 10% and then gradually balance out over time.  Discussion followed.

The proposed 2008-2009 Sewer Fund #590 budget was reviewed.  The city manager stated that the sewer fund is currently in good condition and he does not anticipate a need for a rate increase until the next major sewer separation project is well defined.  He said he purposely did not include any capital improvement expenditures pending further discussion with the council regarding scope and timing for the next sewer separation project.  Capital improvement project figures can be inserted once the council has discussed and reached a consensus on how to proceed during the next fiscal year.  The manager feels a request for proposals should be prepared for the design and construction engineering for storm sewer separation in Area A as shown in the Mead and Hunt report.   

After discussion, a motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to authorize the city manager to prepare a request for proposals and seek engineering proposals for the design and construction engineering for storm sewer separation in Area A as shown in the Mead and Hunt report.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The Major Street Fund #202 budget was discussed.  The city manager stated there is one (1) major street project for this fiscal year and that is matching funds for a small urban project for Balsam Street reconstruction from Pyle Drive to Breitung Avenue.  He also said we are looking at a Category F grant (20% city’s share) for 2010 for reconstruction of Hoadley Avenue from Fox Drive through Maple Street.  We need to apply by June this year for a 2010 grant.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Novara to authorize the city manager to obtain engineering proposals to assist in the application for Michigan Department of Transportation Category F funds for Hoadley Avenue improvements.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The Local Street Fund #203 budget was discussed.  A significant contribution from the General Fund would be necessary to complete the proposed street resurfacing of Cass Avenue – alley west of M-95 to Kimberly, Emmett Street – Garfield Street to Lawrence Street, Fulton Street – Marquette Boulevard to Wolcott and Wilson Avenue to the alley west of Harding Avenue, Lawrence Street – Breen Avenue to Hoadley Avenue, Maplewood Court – Westwood to Cherry – Westwood to Dickinson, and Sagola Avenue – Chestnut to Woodbine.  Discussion followed.

Under new business, the Kleinert Inc. revised proposal to purchase city lots was presented.  After receiving this proposal in the mail, Mr. Kleinert phoned and said he will be presenting another proposal.  This proposal for the former gravel pit property has been laid out in a manner that complies with the existing land zoning.  The proposal that is yet to arrive will involve a conditional rezoning.  

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to receive the Kleinert Inc. revised proposal to purchase city lots and place it on file.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no hearings or public comments.

Under council member’s privilege the council thanked the city manager, public works superintendent, and treasurer for their hard work on the proposed budget.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Miller to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 p.m.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.
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