March 17, 2008

Minutes of the regular meeting of the city council of the City of Kingsford, County of Dickinson, and State of Michigan.

A regular meeting of the Kingsford city council was held Monday, March 17, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. in the council room in City Hall.

Roll Call:  Present:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

               Absent:  None.

Also present were City Manager Darryl Wickman, City Attorney Bruce Brouillette, Public Safety Director Jan Groeneveld, Public Works Superintendent Anthony Edlebeck, Richard Maule, Jim Anderson, Wayne Christofold, and Steven Friberg.

The pledge of allegiance was stated.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Miller to approve the agenda as presented.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to accept, sign, and place on file the minutes of the regular council meeting held March 3, 2008.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to accept, sign, and place on file the minutes of the Board of Review meeting held March 10, 2008.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Miller and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to accept, sign, and place on file the minutes of the Board of Review meeting held March 11, 2008.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Miller and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to authorize payment of the bills payable from March 3, 2008 to March 17, 2008 in the amount of $210,532.02.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no public comments.

A copy of all communications are affixed to and made a part of the permanent record.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to receive and place on file the February 2008 Public Safety Department report.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Miller and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to receive and place on file the CUPPAD Regional Commission Notice of Intent Comment Form for the Dickinson and Iron County Homeowner Rehab Project submitted by U.P. Community Services, Inc.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The city manager gave his report that included a faxed copy of a letter he received from Kevin Kleinert regarding his proposed subdivision.  Mr. Kleinert has encountered difficulties in the plat approval process and is asking to renegotiate the development agreement with him so that the city’s contributions can be made prior to the final plat being approved.  The manager is recommending that the council consider scheduling a special council meeting to meet with Mr. Kleinert to discuss this issue as well as any other outstanding issues connected with his developments along the river.

A motion was made by Mayor Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to schedule a special council meeting with Mr. Kleinert with the date to be determined in the near future.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The manager continued his report stating that in regard to the Evergreen Court proposed road and utility extensions, the city cannot award the road extension project contract (2-08) until we have a signed grant agreement and authorization to award from the Michigan Department of Transportation.  He, therefore, recommended that the council only award the sanitary sewer and water main contract (1-08) to Kakuk Construction, Inc. in the amount of $195,625.20.

In concluding the manager’s report, he stated that the City Hall and Public Works Department offices would be closed all day on Good Friday, March 21, 2008 in observance of the Easter holiday.

A motion was made by Councilmember Miller and supported by Councilmember Novara to receive the manager’s report and place it on file.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under old business, the council was given a committee update on the collection of school taxes.  The manager stated that the ad hoc committee met to discuss the proposal from the two (2) school administrators, that the city, in lieu of charging a fee to collect their taxes in 2008-2009, reinstitute the full 1% administration fee allowed by state statute.  After extensive discussion, the committee reached a consensus to recommend that this proposal be accepted and that the council takes the appropriate action to discontinue the fees charged to the schools and lift the current partial waiver (0.5%) and reinstitute the entire 1% fee.  The committee also recommends that the 1% fee only apply to the summer tax collection and that the fee be waived for the winter tax collection.  In so doing, the committee feels that the schools will be in a better position to operate like most other schools in the region without having to incur the expense of tax collection.  Further, by reinstating the 1% fee, the city will receive revenue that is comparable, with the exception of the revenues that would be generated from a similar winter tax administrative fee, which is imposed by most other cities in the area.  The opinion is that when the state legislature approved the 1% administrative fee, that it was an amount considered fair compensation to a municipality for shouldering the burden of collection and administration of taxes, including assessing and the cost of tax appeals for all other taxing units in the county.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Miller to accept the committee recommendation that 1% administration fee be applied only to the summer tax collection.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  None.

           Carried.

The city attorney explained the revised documents for the Kleinert/City land transaction.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to table action on the above-mentioned documents until the council meets with Mr. Kleinert.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Also under old business, Steven Friberg, the Project Engineer for MMA, Inc., reviewed with the council the bid tabulation on the Evergreen Court project.  Contract “1-08” Evergreen Court Extension Sanitary Sewer and Watermain Construction is ready for award.  The award of the bid for the Contract “2-08” Evergreen Court Extension Storm Sewer and Street Construction will be delayed until the state transportation grant is finalized.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Miller to award Contract “1-08” – Evergreen Court Street Extension Sanitary Sewer and Watermain Construction to Kakuk Construction, Inc. in the amount of $195,625.20.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  None.

           Carried.

The council discussed the proposed non-motorized Menominee River trail.  The city manager presented a memo stating that the Park and Recreation Committee suggested considering applying for a grant to establish a non-motorized trail along the Menominee River from Cowboy Lake to a practical location downstream.  The Michigan Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund application is probably the most appropriate for the pathway in this location because of the natural features it will access and the minimum 25% local match required.  This year’s applications are due on April 1, 2008.  It was noted that there are several considerations that make a good application this year difficult, if not impossible.  They are listed in the memo.  The city manager said that an alternative to submitting a grant application at this time may be to commit a small amount of funds in the upcoming fiscal year budget to obtain the necessary access to the lands not owned by the City; then clearing, grubbing, and grading the trail route so that a closer evaluation can be made as to whether or not an upgraded facility will be needed along with grant funds to help defray the expense.  There was no action taken.

Under new business, a request by MBM Realty to purchase industrial property was considered.  The city manager stated that the property MBM is interested in is located on Knudsen Drive, it is zoned for industrial use, and would not hinder the city’s access to Knudsen Drive in any way.  

After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to sell the 120’ X 175’ parcel of property on Knudsen Drive to MBM Realty for $10,000 under the standard terms and conditions of city land sales.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  None.

           Carried.

The Iron Mountain-Kingsford Community Schools request for participation in the 2008 Summer Recreation Program was read.  The city traditionally pays $3,000 annually under a contract type arrangement, as the city cannot make donations.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Miller to authorize the city manager to enter into a $3,000 contract with the Iron Mountain-Kingsford Community Schools for the 2008 Summer Recreation Program.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no hearings or public comments.

Under council member’s privilege, Councilmember Flaminio and Councilmember Baldwin commented on the Public Safety report and the random drug search for illegal drugs in the Breitung Township Schools.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Councilmember Miller and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to adjourn at 7:23 p.m.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.
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