March 3, 2008

Minutes of the regular meeting of the city council of the City of Kingsford, County of Dickinson, and State of Michigan.

A regular meeting of the Kingsford city council was held Monday, March 3, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. in the council room in City Hall.

Roll Call:  Present:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller*, Novara, and Sjoquist.

               Absent:  None.

*Councilmember Miller arrived at 6:40 p.m. during the Manager’s report.

Also present were City Manager Darryl Wickman, City Attorney Bruce Brouillette, Public Works Superintendent Anthony Edlebeck, Bob Goodreau, Craig Allen, Steven Friberg, Jim Anderson, Todd Formolo, Jack Butterfield, and Kevin Rometti.

The pledge of allegiance was stated.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to approve the agenda as presented.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to accept, sign, and place on file the amended minutes of the regular council meeting held February 19, 2008.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to authorize payment of the bills payable from February 19, 2008 to March 3, 2008 in the amount of $90,941.34.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no public comments.

A copy of all communications are affixed to and made a part of the permanent record.

The Public Works Department report was read and the superintendent noted that a water main break was repaired on Breitung Avenue near the intersection of Quincy Street on Monday, March 3, 2008.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Novara to receive the February 2008 Public Works Department report and place it on file.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The city manager gave his report that included an update on the Kleinert land purchase and rezoning proposal.  Earlier Mr. Kleinert indicated he would change his request to a conditional zoning request but has since opted to remain with this original request.  The manager noted that Mr. Kleinert’s plans have changed somewhat and if there are concerns on the part of any council members that we may not be able to come to an agreement on – price, etc., it should be discussed so that rezoning hearings are not conducted unnecessarily.  The Planning Commission has a hearing scheduled for Tuesday, March 18, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. on the Kleinert request.  The council needs to schedule the second public hearing for April 7, 2008 in order to keep the project moving.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to schedule a public hearing for 6:45 p.m. on Monday, April 7, 2008 on the Kleinert rezoning request.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

In continuing his report, the manager spoke regarding the collection of school taxes.  The Breitung Township Schools and Dickinson-Iron Intermediate Schools have together requested that the city consider dropping the charges to collect the school taxes and in lieu of, reinstate the state-allowed 1% administration fee.  After surveying a number of area cities, we found that nearly all of those cities are including a 1% administrative fee on both the summer and winter tax collections.  Kingsford has been charging a 0.5% fee only on the summer taxes.  The city manager recommended that the city drop the charges to the schools and reinstate the 1% administrative fee on the summer collection, as a minimum, and perhaps the winter tax collection also to put us in sync with the other municipalities.

After discussion, a motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to bring the collection of school taxes before a review committee (Councilmember Flaminio and Mayor Sjoquist) who will report to the city council at the next regular council meeting.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  Councilmember Novara.

           Absent:  None.

           Carried.

The city manager concluded his report with an update on the storm water project grant funds, the grievance from the Kingsford Public Safety Officers Association union, the Michigan Economic Development Corporation meeting held February 26, 2008, and a reminder of the Board of Review meetings scheduled for March 10 and 11, 2008.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Miller to accept the Manager’s report and place it on file.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under old business, the bids for the street and utility extensions of Evergreen Court were opened as follows:

Contract “1-08” – Construction of Sanitary Sewer and Watermain:



Bacco Construction

$345,388.00



Barley Excavating

  268,761.82



Butterfield Yard Service

  268,113.50



Feaker & Sons Co., Inc.

  248,855.10



Kakuk Construction

  195,625.20



Smith Paving, Inc.

  361,458.00



Snowden, Inc.


  464,572.50



Triangle Excavating Co.

  354,683.27

Contract “2-08” – Construction of Storm Sewer and Street:



Advance Construction, Inc.
$325,930.00



Bacco Construction

  323,158.00



Barley Excavating

  266,763.27



Butterfield Yard Service

  343,523.00



Kakuk Construction

  279,647.49



Maroszek Excavating, Inc.
  329,661.20



Snowden, Inc.


  380,620.00

A motion was made by Councilmember Miller and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to receive the bids and forward them to the project engineer who will scrutinize them and make a recommendation for awarding.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Submittal of the final plat for River Pointe Subdivision was considered.  The city manager presented copies of an excerpt from the Land Division Act regarding the municipality governing body approval procedure.   A City Attorney and Administration Review Summary was also presented as were the engineer’s response.  A corrected plat has not yet been received by the city.  The recommendation at this point is to reject the plat for the reasons spelled out in the summary.

A motion was made by Councilmember Miller and supported by Councilmember Novara to reject the plat, instruct the clerk to give the reasons in writing as set forth in the minutes of the meeting, and return the plat to the proprietor and the clerk be instructed to record all proceedings in the minutes of the meeting, which shall be open for inspection, and to send a copy of the minutes to the county plat board.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  None.

           Carried.

The council reviewed draft documents for the sale of 18.13 acres of city-owned property to Kleinert, Inc.  The city attorney and city manager met and drafted a proposed resolution as to the contemplated letter of credit including the amount and duration and a definition of infrastructure.  

After discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Novara to forward the proposed terms for the sale of the 18.13 acres of city-owned property to Kleinert, Inc. and ask Mr. Kleinert to respond.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  None.

           Carried.

The surveying and mapping proposal submitted by Coleman Engineering Co. was read.  The proposal is in the range of what was previously discussed and money is available in the budget for a project such as this.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Miller to authorize the city manager and city attorney to offer a counter proposal addressing concerns they and the council may have.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, and Miller.

              Nays:  None.

           Absent:  None.

       Abstained:  Councilmember Novara and Sjoquist.

           Carried.

Under new business, a Revolving Loan Fund loan application submitted by Khoury, Inc. whose address is 1600 W. Breitung Avenue in Kingsford was read and discussed.  They are asking to borrow $192,000 to purchase equipment that would make its operations more efficient.  It was noted that ten (10) jobs would be retained and ten (10) jobs would be created.  The review committee scored them at more than the seventy (70) points required by the guidelines; therefore they are eligible for consideration by the council.  A public hearing must be held in order to approve this type of loan.

A motion was made by Councilmember Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to schedule a public hearing for 7:15 p.m. on April 7, 2008 to consider the Revolving Loan Fund loan application as submitted by Khoury, Inc.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The 2008 Assessment Roll was submitted.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to accept the 2008 Assessment Roll as submitted.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no hearings, public comments, or council members comments.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Councilmember Miller and supported by Councilmember Flaminio to adjourn the meeting at 7:37 p.m.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.
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