January 20, 2009
Minutes of the regular meeting of the city council of the City of Kingsford, County of Dickinson, and State of Michigan.

A regular meeting of the Kingsford city council was held Tuesday, January 20, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. in the council room in City Hall.

Roll Call:  Present:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.

               Absent:   None.

Also present were City Manager Darryl Wickman, City Attorney Bruce Brouillette, Public Safety Director Jan Groeneveld, Public Works Superintendent Anthony Edlebeck, Keri Meneghini, Brian Metras, Haley Erickson, and Jim Anderson.

The pledge of allegiance was stated.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Novara to approve the agenda as presented.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Baldwin and supported by Councilmember Novara to accept, sign, and place on file the minutes of the regular council meeting and the executive session held January 5, 2009.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Sjoquist to authorize payment of the bills payable from January 5, 2009 to January 20, 2009 in the amount of $180,072.30.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There were no public comments.

A copy of all communications are affixed to and made a part of the permanent record.

The Public Safety Department report was read.  It included the fact that Officer John LaValley has given notification that he is resigning his position with the Kingsford Public Safety Department on January 30, 2009.  He has since informed the city manager that the start date for his new job is uncertain and asked to stay with the KPSD until the date for his new position is more specific.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to declare a vacancy for an entry-level position in the Kingsford Public Safety Department and direct the Civil Service Commission to certify a list of applicants eligible for that position contingent upon the resignation of Officer LaValley.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Novara to receive the December 2008 Public Safety Department report and place it on file.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The city manager gave his report stating that the Breitung Township School Superintendent, Craig Allen, informed him that they are beginning a fund drive for the Flivver Foundation.  They are making a gauge-type sign similar to the United Way signs whereby their progress can be displayed.  Mr. Allen has asked to place the sign in the lawn at our City Hall due to the excellent exposure here.

A motion was made by Mayor Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to allow Breitung Township Schools to place their progress sign on the south lot of the city hall property. 
ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The manager continued his report.  He stated the first year of contracted janitorial services for City Hall has recently been completed.  The manager and treasurer met with a representative of Pro-Klean, Inc. last week to discuss a potential extended contract for another year.  Also discussed was a slight reduction in services during the winter months to cut down on costs.  Pro-Klean has submitted a proposal to continue services for another year with a reduction of hours and a reduction in annual cost from $5,830 to $4,167.13.  The manager recommended continuing the contract with Pro-Klean, Inc. for another year.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Novara to allow the city manager to move forward with the revised contract between the City of Kingsford and Pro-Klean, Inc. for janitorial services for this year.
ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Sjoquist to receive the manager’s report and place it on file.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Under old business, a revised engineering agreement with U.P. Engineers & Architects for the Breitung area combined sewer separation project–Area A was considered.  The city opted against a Rural Development funding application due to eligibility questions pertaining to sewer fund balances.  The city instead agreed to publish a notice of intent to issue 25-year bonds totaling approximately $1,500,000 to be repaid from sewer revenues or from the city’s general fund.  In so doing, the total cost of the engineering work by U.P. Engineers & Architects will be reduced by $20,051 to $147,949.  
A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Mayor Flaminio to authorize the appropriate signatures on the revised agreement with U.P. Engineers & Architects for the Breitung area combined sewer separation project–Area A.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The Storm Water Basin Project-Phase 2 Change Order No. 3 (final) was read and explained.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Mayor Flaminio to approve the Storm Water Basin Project-Phase 2 Change Order No. 3.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The city manager provided council members with samples of consent agendas after which a brief discussion was held.
A motion was made by Councilmember Sjoquist and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to authorize the city manager to develop a consent agenda resolution.
ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

There was no new business, no hearings, no public comments, or no council member’s privilege.

A motion was made by Mayor Flaminio and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to adjourn to an executive session to discuss union grievances in accordance with the respective Collective Bargaining Agreement.

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Councilmember Baldwin, Flaminio, Miller, Novara, and Sjoquist.
               Nays:  None.

            Absent:  None.

            Carried.
A motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Baldwin to reconvene the regular session of the city council meeting.
ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.

The council was unable to resolve or come to a negotiation agreement with either the Maki grievance or the Meneghini grievance.
There being no further business, a motion was made by Councilmember Novara and supported by Councilmember Miller to adjourn the meeting at 9:28 p.m.

ALL AYES.  NO NAYS.  MOTION CARRIED.
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